Proc. roy. Soc. Med. Volume 64 July 1971 have reversed this order by starting with the disease and then describing the various viruses that have been associated with it. This approach has obvious advantages to clinicians. A neurologist can, for example, find under one heading all the recent information on viral infection of the central nervous system, whereas in standard texts he would have to hunt for the same material in the appropriate parts of a series ofchapters concerned with the enteroviruses, mumps virus, rhabdoviruses, the herpesviruses and so forth.
The first section of this volume deals with viral disease of the nervous system. It is the most detailed, and is particularly valuable since this is a field in which, apart from poliomyelitis, there has been too little collaboration between clinician and virologist. It is a difficult subject since many of the diseases have a complex pathogenesis involving allergic reactions or persistent infection but one in which there could be spectacular advances in coming years. The remaining sections deal in turn with the infections whose manifestations involve muscles, the digestive tract, the skin, the cardiovascular system, the respiratory tract and the eye. The final section deals with a miscellany of subjects such as congenital infections and tumour viruses.
The original concept of the book could perhaps have been followed with greater conviction. For example, there is no account of Q-fever endocarditis in the section on cardiovascular disease and only a brief and irrelevant reference to it in the section on respiratory disease. Again, in a book of this kind it would have been justifiable to have a separate subsection on venereal disease, to deal not only with lymphogranuloma venereum but also the new information on the genital strains of herpes simplex virus. It should also be mentioned that the translation from the original French is not always easy to follow.
These minor criticisms should not detract from the fact that this is an excellent book and those concerned with its production should be congratulated on the effort they have put into presenting clinical virology in this sensible way. It can be strongly recommended to physicians, and even experienced clinical virologists will find it informative. This is the eleventh edition of Walshe's textbook, the first having appeared in 1940. Although the book has become rather longer in successive editions, it still fulfils the purpose expressed in the preface to the first edition-'a simple textbook adapted to the needs of the student and the practitioner'. Its success over the years shows how well the author has achieved this purpose and has incorporated recent advances in the subject without loading the text with accounts of complex investigations. As in some other editions, there are chapters by Dr J M Waishe on lead poisoning and on the relationship of the liver to metabolic disturbances of the central nervous system. The clear and incisive writing makes the book a pleasure to read. A F Tredgold was one of the creators of the clinical specialty as we know it today; his book 'Mental Deficiency', which first appeared in 1908, has probably been the most authoritative text on the subject for the first third of this century. Since his death, the task of revising the book has been undertaken by his son, Dr R F Tredgold, and by Dr K Soddy. This is the third edition under the present editorship, and is written with the assistance of a number of contributors.
The impression the textbook gives is of an attempt to graft on to the original layout and orientation a more dynamic and analytically based psychiatric approach. This innovation and orientation is both welcome and refreshing, particularly as the problem of mental handicap is treated as an extension of general psychiatry. But unfortunately it has led to considerable imbalance; one has an impression of the individual contributors pursuing their interests without much reference to the total effect of the book. The psychiatric chapters tend to be discursive, with long illustrative case histories. On the other hand, the chapters on 'clinical types' have a bare synoptic form which does not, in many cases, allow full justice to be done to some major issues.
There are some surprisingly important omissions. For example, one looks in vain for an account of the enormous amount of psychological experimental work in the field of mental handicap that has been carried out in recent years, and of the theories derived from it. There is no mention of Kurt Lewin and his gestalt theories, nor of Piaget. On the therapeutic side one looks in vain for discussion of the issues which at present are causing so much argument on'the different forms of care advocated.
In conclusion, in spite of these criticisms, this edition of Tredgold is still of very great interest and most stimulating to the experienced worker.
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